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AIVIENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 



Claim L 


(CuirentlyameHaed) A mec ha ii i t al p e g gflTcoinpnsing: 


a barrel; 


a lead feeding mechanism disposed in said barrel to be adap ted to tighten and feed a 
lead; and 

a single^oiece lead holder disposed between flie lead feeding mechanism and a tip end 
of said barrel, said lead holder having a through hole through which the lead penetrates and 
compfrising: 


said holding portions including a first holding portion at a front portion of the lead 
holder and a second holding portion at a rear portion of the lead holder^ 

so that when a length of the lead becomes shorter than a distance between the lead 
feeding mechanisro and the tip end of said barrel, said first holding portion holds the short 
lead and said second holding portion holds a next lead tightened by tbe lead feeding 
mechanism^ 

wherein said contact portion comprises an outer peripheral surfac e that is elasticallv 
displaceable radially outwardly into co ntact with said inner peripheral face of the ban^. 

Claims 2-3 (Previously canceled). 

Claim 4. (Currently amended) The mechanical pencil according to claim 1> wherein the 
single-piece lead holder includes a body, and 



having holding portions^ for holding the lead and 


a contact portion for contacting an inner peripheral face of the barrel, 
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wherein said contact porrion comprises an outside cylinder provided concOTtrically on 
an outside of the body, and 

wherdn said outside cylinder comprises being femied wi t h a rib projecting in an 
outside diameter direction to come into contact with an inner peripheral face of the barrel. 

Claims. (Original) Hie mechanical pencil according to claim 4, wherein a sht is 
fonned in a portion of the outside cylinder in which the rib of the outside cylinder is absent. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) The mechaiiical pencil according to claim 1 , wherein 
said single-piece lead holder includes a body, 

wherein at least one of said holding portions of said body comprises bcmg foimcd 
wi* at least one blade that projects ooujpii&inft at least o ne of said holdhia puiUoiis, Uic at 
lea^t one blddu piujccting in an inside diameter direction in a front end part of said body to 
come into contact with the lead. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) The mechanical pencil according to claim 1, wherein the 
single-piece lead holder includes a body^ 

wherein at least one of said holding portions of said body comprises being formed 
wife a rib that projects ii^Anprisma at loa&t o ut o f !.aid huldina - yoxtiom, tlic lib projeciing in 
an inside diameter direction in a rear end part of said body to come into contact with the lead. 

Claim 8. (Original) The mechanical pcaacil according to claim 7, wherein a slit is 
fonned in a portion in which the rib is absmt at the rear end part of the body. 
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Claim 9. (Canceled). 

Claim 1 0. (Cuxiently amended) A writiixg instrumeat, comprising: 
a barrel; 

a writing medium feeding mechanism disposed in said barrel to be ad^ted to tighten 

and feed a writing medium; and 

a MTijorift^piece writing medium holder disposed between the writing medium feeding 
mechanism and a tip end of said barrel, said writing medium holder having a through hole 
through which the writing medium pen^rates and comprising: 

having holding portions for holding the writing medium^ and 
a contact portion for contacting an inner peripheral face of the barrel, 
said holding portions including a first holding portion at a ftont portion of the writing 
medium holder and a second holding portion at a rear portion of the writing medium holder 
so that when a length of the writing medium becomes shorter than a distance between the 
writing medium and the tip end of said barrel, said first holding portion holds the short 
writing medium and said second holding portion holds a next writing medium tightened by 
the writing medium feeding mechanism^ 

wherein said contact portions comp riae an outer peripheral surface that jg e^asticallv 
displaceable ladiallY outwardly into contact with said i nner peripheral face of the baireL 

Claims 11-12 (Canceled). 

Claim 13. (Currently amended) The writing mstrument according to claim 1 0, wherein 
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the single-piece writing medium holder includes a body, and 

wherein said contact portion comprise a n outside cylinder provided concentrically on 
an outside of the body, an^ 

wherein said outside cylind^ comprises being foim c d wi fe a rib projecting in an 
outside diameter direction to come into contact with an imier peripheral face of the bairel. 

Claim 14. (Original) The writing iostniment according to claim 13, wherein a slit is 
formed in a portion of the outside cylinder in which the ribl of the outside cylinder is absent. 

Claim 15. (Currently amended) The writing instrumen|t according to claim 10, wherein 
said single-piece writing medium holder includes a body, ' 

wherein at least one of said holding portions of sai4 body comprises being f or med 
wift at least one blade that projects uompi Ts mg at least uuc of said hrfdiug puitiuns, the at 
least on e blade p r oj e cting in an inside diameter direction in a fix>nt end part of said body to 
come into contact with the writing medium. 

i 

Claim 16. (Currently amended) The writing instrument according to claim 10, wherein 
the sin gle-piece writing medium holder includes a body. • 

wherein at least one of said holding portions of said body coinprises beinfi formed 

wife a rib that projects comprising at least one of said h o lding po r t i o ns, th e lib pr o jecting in 

I 

an inside diameter direction in a rear end part of said bodyjto come into contact with ttie 
writing medium. [ 
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Claim 17, (Original) The writing instrument according to claim 16, wherein a slit is 
formed in a portion in which the rih is absent at the rear end part of the body. 

Claim 18. (Canceled). 

Claim 19. (Currently amended) The writing instrument according to claim 10, wherein 
said holding portions comprise a blade and a rib which come into contact with the writing 
medium lead passing through the through hole. 

Claim 20. (Currently amended) The writing instrum^t according to claim 19, wherein 
when the lead i& e o n&umed> a censunicd lead is held by the blade is in a ftq^t ct4 part of said 
body, W A iMcxt lead i& held b r y the rib is in a rear end part of said body . 


Clahn 2L (Currently amended) A writing instrument, comprising: 
a tip end of a barrel; supi^ 

a single-oiece writing medium holder held by said tip end of said barrel having a 
through hole through which a writing medium penetrates; and comprising 

holding portions fiwr holding the writing medium, said holding portions being 
formed at two or more positions along an axial length of said writing medium holder, said 
holding portions including a first holding portion at a front portion of the single-piece writing 
medium holder and a second holding portion at a rear portion of the single-piece writing 
medium holder^jnd 

an outer peripheral surface that is elaatic allv disolaceahle radially outwardly 
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into contact with an inner peripheral face of the bairel? 
\ wherein when a length of the writing medium becomes short, said first holding 

^ \ portion holds the writing medivtm and said second holding portion holds an unused writing 
medium. 
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